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IT HAS BEEN A WET WINTER, BUT AT LEAST THE WATER WILL MAKE THE CROPS GROW. 
ZIMBABWE HAS UNDERGONE SERIOUS DROUGHT THAT MIGHT BRING FAMINE IN ITS WAKE.

BY RICHARD REID CSsR

It is now 11 years since I called Zimbabwe 
my home and lived in the Redemptorist 

community on the fringes of Harare. Many 
times, we found ourselves uttering the words, 
“these are the best of times and these are the 
worst of time” and how true they indeed 
were. Zimbabwe is a beautiful country with 
much of the things that we have here at 
home and so many more wondrous things 
that only Africa has. The people of this land 
are mostly Shona people and they share the 
land with the Ndebele people. They are truly 
gracious people who value peace and will 
look out for those in need.

As the Redemptorists we lived together, 
Shona, Ndebele and Scottish folk, all trying 
to walk in the Holy Redeemer’s footsteps. 
Going back recently I had the great joy of 
seeing so many of my religious brothers 
whom I had journeyed with and worked 
alongside. Many of my students are now key 
players in the country, running our many and 

varied apostolates. One that deserves special 
mention is a project that Br Benjamin CSsR 
runs, educating and feeding 20,000 children, 
many of whom have been principal figures in 
their child-headed households! It is difficult 
to imagine what our confrères are dealing 
with unless we have been there and seen 
with our own eyes.

DROUGHT 
Someone else I would like to mention is our 
confrère who was made a bishop two years ago 
for the Diocese of Chinhoyi, northern Zimbabwe, 
Bishop Raymond Mupandasekwa CSsR. When 
I visited Bishop Raymond, the rains were pelting 
down, and yet the bishop was talking about a 
drought! The rains we had in February should have 
fallen some months previously in October. 

“First of all, we have lost something like 35 
elephants and we also lost 85 cattle because they 
could not find grazing anywhere,” said Bishop 
Raymond. “They live just next to the Zambesi river 
but all they could find was a bit of water. This river 
is the fourth longest river in Africa. The water has 
gone down in the Zambesi such that we cannot get 
electricity in Kariba. Basically, we are in our second 
year of drought and this year has been perhaps 
worse than last year and because of that we are 
suffering from the effect of last year’s drought.  The 
rains usually come in the middle of October and the 
rainy season ends around this time in February but 
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