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since October we have had very, very little rain here.  
The dams are not full at all. They have less than 20 
per cent. Electricity is not being generated in our 
biggest lake Kariba and because there is not much 
rain people are not being able to plant anything. 
The only people who have been able to plant are 
farmers who are close to the Zambesi River and 
with flowing water you find food. So along the 
highway you will find a bit of green because the 
farmers along the highway have flowing water from 
these sources but for those who wait for the rains 
to fall they have not planted or if they have planted 
the crop is still very, very small and hopefully if the 
season prolongs to April only then they will be 
happy but usually we have the rains until February, 
a few drops in March and that is it.  So, we are not 
looking at harvesting much this year except for 
those who are doing irrigation which is perhaps 
less than five per cent of the population.  Our 
biggest challenge is to find food and to find grain.  
Grain is nowhere to be found in the country.  We 
are arranging to import grain from either South 
Africa or from Zambia which is very near to this 
diocese.  They are our next-door neighbours and 
without that little help the country will starve. You 
can go into the shops now and there is no mielie 
meal which is the staple food in this country.  Our 
biggest challenge is what we do.  Mielie meal is 

made from the grinding of maize and you cook 
it into a paste that you eat with vegetables and 
that provides carbohydrates, without that people 
have nothing else. We are in a desperate situation. 
The World Food Programme has indicated that 
Zimbabwe is the most affected in Southern Africa 
trying to feed about 5.3 million. We are in a bit of 
trouble.  Chinhoyi is most vulnerable because we 
have always been in the lower range for areas of 
Zimbabwe. They say that last year’s drought which 
is creeping into this year has been the worst drought 
in 40 years.  It is a very, very serious situation that 
we are having today.”

That is very much the bishop, our Redemptorist 
brother, telling it exactly as it is. I have come back 
from Zimbabwe with a spirit of joy, and I have 
certainly left a part of myself in that beautiful place. 

However, unfortunately, I have brought home a 
spirit of sadness, knowing that people I love are 
there working so hard to bring the Gospel to life 
and yet they have so many struggles to try and 
conquer. These words still seem to be the truth: “it 
is the best of times; it is the worst of times”. Your 
prayers are gratefully received. 

We have lost something like 35 elephants and we 
also lost 85 cattle because they could not find 
grazing anywhere
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