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January/February 
Immaculate Conception – Bronx  
Inter-Provincial Novitiate –   
   Toronto 
Seelos House – Chicago 

March/April   
St. Mary of the Assumption –  
   Whittier 
Sacred Heart – Seattle 
St. Michael – Chicago 

 May/June  
 Mission House – Liguori 
 St. Clement Health Care Center – 
    Liguori 
 St. Alphonsus “Rock” –   
    St. Louis 
 Our Lady of Perpetual Help –     
    Kansas City 

  July/August  
  St. Gerard – Baton Rouge 
  St. Alphonsus – New Orleans 
  Our Mother of Sorrows &  
     Blessed Seelos – Biloxi 
  Hispanic Initiative – Greenwood  

 September/October  
 St. Alphonsus – Grand Rapids 
 St. Alphonsus – Minneapolis 
 Holy Ghost – Houston 
 St. Gerard & C.Ss.R. Apostolic  
    Center – San Antonio  

 November/December   
 Provincial Residence – Denver  
 Redemptorist Renewal Center – 

  Tucson   
 Desert House of Prayer – Tucson   
 Pagani House & Redemptorist  

 Retreat Center – Oconomowoc 

COMMUNITY               
SCHEDULE 

by Kristine Stremel 
Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin’s installation highlighted the media coverage the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer received in 2016, a stellar year 
marked by a series of significant historical events: the beatification of              
Maria Celeste Crostarosa, foundress of the Redemptoristines; the world-
wide celebration of the 150th Jubilee of Our Mother of Perpetual Help; and 
the XXV General Chapter, during which Superior General Michael Brehl 
was reelected and his Council members were named. Confreres agree: they 
couldn’t be more proud that their brother is serving the Church and Pope 
Francis as a member of the College of Cardinals, and they consider the              
honor a great affirmation of the charism of the Congregation. 
Four members of the Denver Province – Fr. Joseph Dorcey, Fr. Bernie Carlin, 
Fr. John Steingraeber and Fr. Gary Ziuraitis – joined a large and diverse            
contingent of supporters for the Consistory at St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome  
on November 19. Joining the special guests – Marie Therese, his 93-year-old                   
mother, and practically the entire Tobin family – were other Redemptorists 
from all parts of the world, a large group of the faithful from the Archdiocese 
of Indianapolis, a few close childhood friends, and even an Italian he was 
involved with in a minor fender-bender some 20 years ago in Rome. Our 
Cardinal Tobin embraces everyone in his “extended family.”  
                                                  Continued on Page 2 

 

Our New Redemptorist Cardinal 
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Although Cardinal Tobin expressed genuine surprise at the honor of being named to the College of Cardinals, it 
seems perfectly natural that Pope Francis would choose a kindred spirit he has known for more than a decade to 
assist him in implementing his vision for the Church. Both are authentic, and blessed with senses of humor that 
naturally lead to genuine self-awareness and humility.   
When the two first met in 2005 and were discussing the election of Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal Tobin confided 
that his mother had been rooting for the Argentine Jesuit because she admired his self-sufficiency: he picked up 
after himself, rode public transportation and even cooked his own meals. Ever since, Pope Francis has asked about 
Marie Therese every time the two have spoken. Shortly before the Consistory ceremony began, then-Archbishop 
Tobin asked him, “What have you done?” Pope Francis simply replied, “Is your Mamma here?”  
Weeks after the installation, the Redemptorists are still processing that their brother – a friend with whom they 
studied philosophy and theology, learned to preach as well as to fix cars, and played sports, acted and sang with           
in various bands – is among the select few helping Pope Francis lead the Church, and who will elect his successor. 
They may be at a loss for words, but their pride in the great honor bestowed upon their brother Redemptorist,               
and especially in how he embodies the Redemptorist charism, is evident.  

 

 Cover, left to right: Pope Francis 
looks on as Cardinal Joseph W. 
Tobin greets Pope Emeritus,                 
His Holiness Benedict XVI. 
Left to right, from above: Pope                 
Francis with the new Cardinals; 
Cardinal Tobin greets Pope Fran-
cis; and Cardinal Tobin with his 
mother, Marie Therese.  
Photos courtesy of Fr. Gary Ziuraitis                  
and Fr. Joseph Dorcey 
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Left to right, from above: Pope Francis places the             
biretta on Cardinal Joseph Tobin; Cardinal Tobin 
receives his ring; Pope Francis embraces Cardinal 
Tobin; and Cardinal Tobin receives the title to his 
titular church in Rome, Santa Maria delle Grazie a           
Via Trionfale, which was built in 1941 and is                     
dedicated to Our Lady of Grace.  
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Left to right, from left: Newly installed Cardinal Joseph Tobin; 
Cardinal Tobin gives a “thumbs up” as he greets members 
of the College of Cardinals; and an overview of St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome during the Consistory. 
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Left to right, from top: The newly installed Cardinals 
have an audience with Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI and Pope Francis; Cardinal Joseph Tobin  
greets His Holiness; and the old friends enjoy a 
brief personal conversation.  
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Left to right, from left: Fr. Joseph Dorcey 
is among the first to congratulate his 
brother, Cardinal Joseph Tobin;              
Cardinal Tobin and his proud mother, 
Marie Therese; and Cardinal Tobin 
embraces his Redemptorist brothers, 
Fr. Gary Ziuraitis, Fr. Joseph Dorcey, 
Fr. John Steingraeber and Fr. Bernie 
Carlin. 
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Left to right, from top: Cardinal Joseph Tobin            
enjoys time with his family during a reception                
following his installation in the College of                             
Cardinals; Cardinal Tobin embraces long-time 
friends Roisin Coll McKnight and Hugh McKnight; 
and Cardinal Tobin receives a loving hug from his 
proud sister, Pat. 
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Left to right, from top: Cardinal 
Joseph Tobin processes to              
St. Peter’s Basilica for the              
close of the Year of Mercy;    
Pope Francis greets Cardinal 
Tobin; the new Cardinal               
expresses his thanks to those 
who traveled to Rome for the 
ceremony; Pope Francis on the 
dais before officially closing the 
Year of Mercy; Cardinal Tobin 
with his family after celebrating 
Mass at the Redemptorist 
Church of Sant’Alfonso; and  
Cardinal Tobin and the Icon of 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help. 

 



 

Nurturing Souls in the Desert 
by Charlie Wehrley, C.Ss.R. 
We have entered into our busy season here at the Redemptorist Renewal 
Center. The months of October through April are always bustling with 
retreat activity; both hosted and planned by the Redemptorists on staff. 
Fr. Greg Wiest has expanded his retreat schedule beyond Zen sitting 
meditation retreats, and I have expanded mine beyond 12-Step Spirituali-
ty. In 2017, Fr. Greg will be offering day retreats on “Contemplation and 
Creativity,” “Integrating the Heart through Yoga and Contemplation,”  
and “Spiritual Awareness through Writing.” These retreats are designed 
to make participants more aware of God-within, as well as the inner-
workings of each individual. 
In addition to my recovery-focused retreats such as “12 Steps to Inner 
Peace,” “Boundaries for Better Relationships” and “The Surrender Box,”     
I am offering three new retreats focused on Gospel messages: “Creating 
Kindness: The Gospel According to Jesus Christ” and two new Disney 
retreats, “The Good News According to Disney” and “The Gospel                            
According to Disney,” which have been very popular because we delve                      
                     Continued on Page 10 

C.Ss.R. Renewal Center Community in Tucson 

From top: The Marian shrine; and a  
display of handmade Peruvian gifts. 
Photos by Fr. Charlie Wehrley 
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C.Ss.R. Renewal Center Community in Tucson 

into the Scriptural teaching found below the surface of Disney                
movies. 
We also have a newly redesigned webpage that is more colorful 
and easier to navigate: www.desertrenewal.org. We increased            
the number of pictures and have added online registration and a 
PayPal payment option for guests. 

Our Redemptorist bookstore (featured above and at right) is also   
bustling over with activity. Since late September, books have    
been flying off the shelves almost faster than we can stock                   
them. We also have a new line of handmade Peruvian gifts that    
are extremely popular with retreatants. We redesigned the 
bookstore  late this summer, adding new cabinets and display  
cases that have greatly enhanced the shopping experience of our 
customers. 
Fr. Peter Connelly recently returned from Ireland and is                               
preparing retreats on Celtic spirituality, and Fr. Paul Coury is 
busy attending to the pastoral needs of our retreatants and Our  
                                            Continued on Page 11 



 C.Ss.R. Renewal Center Community in Tucson 

Lady of the Desert Church. Fr. Larry Sanders is 
tending to his flock at Santa Catalina and takes 
some time out for square-dancing. Back in June, 
he and Fr. Paul led 65 people on a successful               
pilgrimage to Italy to celebrate the 150th Jubilee             
of Our Mother of Perpetual Help.   
Fr. José Chavez, who has been with us since                
August 2015, was recently assigned to Holy 
Ghost Parish in Houston. We hosted a nice                     
send-off dinner at Michelangelo’s Restaurant           
and wish him well in his new ministry in Texas. 
We recently enjoyed our annual Thanksgiving 
Mass and Brunch, as well as the Advent and 
Christmas seasons. Our choir spent many hours 
practicing hymns for the annual Lessons and       
Carols Concert, which was presented on 
Wednesday, December 21. On that note, I will 
end by wishing everyone in the Denver Province    
a blessed and joyful New Year! 
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 Pagani House Community in Oconomowoc 

Greetings from the                              
Shores of Crooked Lake 
by Fr. Ed Vella 
Hello from the shores of beautiful Crooked Lake, in the Village 
of Summit (Oconomowoc). The Redemptorist community                
residing at the Redemptorist Retreat Center is alive and well. 
The climate changed from summer to a beautiful and crisp               
autumn, to a warm start to winter, then a polar vortex with 
plenty of snow. Prior to the change of season came a change to 
the makeup of our community. In July, we welcomed Fr. Dick 
Schiblin as a senior member of our community. Welcome                   
Fr. Dick! 
Our community is abuzz with activity.  Br. Gerry Patin is                  
Director of the Redemptorist Retreat Center, and Fr. Jim 
White, Fr. Ed Vella, Br. Mike Rhodes, and Sr. Susan Fischer, 
OSF, work with him as full-time members of the Retreat                
Center Team. Br. Mike and his welcomed maintenance                  
expertise have been invaluable. Our senior confreres minister            
in a richly varied manner in the vineyard of the Lord:   
                            Continued on Page 13 

Left to right, from top: The Pagani House                       
community – Br. Mike Rhodes, Fr. Chuck 
Beierwaltes, Fr. Dick Mevissen, Fr. Ed Vella, 
Fr. Edward Monroe, Fr. Jim White, Fr. Dick 
Schiblin and Br. Gerry Patin; and the Ninth 
Station of the Cross on the wooded property. 
Photos submitted by Fr. Ed Vella  
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 Pagani House Community in Oconomowoc 
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Fr. Edward Monroe continues in the ministry of personal counseling; Fr. Dick Mevissen, Fr. Chuck Beierwaltes, 
and Fr. Dick Schiblin do help out ministry in local parishes and assist with the Sacrament of Reconciliation at              
the retreat center. Fr. Chuck traveled to Thailand during the winter months to assist the confreres of the Vice 
Province of Bangkok, as he has done in many recent years. 
Recently, through the grace of God, a beautiful dream has been slowly coming true. During the last years we                
were not only able to purchase the two parcels of land just south of the main retreat center campus from the                   
Redemptorists of the Denver Province, but we have started phase two of development. After what seemed to be 
countless meetings and hearings, The Village of Summit approved the incorporation of the former two parcels of 
land into the one main retreat center campus. The board also approved the rezoning of the new land from 
“residential” to “institutional,” making the entire 28.75 acres (including wetlands) one parcel, titled under the 
name of the Redemptorist Retreat Center. Besides that good news, the entire retreat center campus is now                    
exempt from property taxes. For 54 years we had paid taxes on 9.35 acres of the original land – only 10 acres                     
had been exempt. We consider this exemption an enormous blessing. Of the two former residences on the new 
property, the “Potter’s House” was demolished and the second, “Casa Redeemer,” has two apartments and                
continues to be used as a hermitage house.  
Construction continues on the devotional Our Mother of Perpetual Help Chapel, as well as two new private                   
hermitages on the same newly acquired property. We expect construction to be completed before winter really 
sets in. God bless our benefactors who are enabling us to enhance the prayer and reflection experience of our            
retreatants.  
Our fundraising capital campaign for this construction project continues. We especially thank five Redemptorist 
communities that have donated to our project: St. Alphonsus in Grand Rapids; St. Alphonsus formation in the 
Bronx, NY; the Redemptorists in Greenwood; our confreres in Biloxi; and our brothers at the Redemptorist               
Apostolic Center in San Antonio. 
Continued on Page 14 

Left to right, from top left: The Tenth Station of the Cross; the new chapel 
built in the 150th Jubilee Year of Our Mother of Perpetual Help; and the 
12th Station of the Cross lit with the morning sun. 



 

 Pagani House Community in Oconomowoc 

Left to right, from top: A new hermitage under                 
construction on the retreat center property;        
a concrete path through the woods leads to 
the new chapel; and workers install the                        
ceiling in the new chapel.  
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The bronze Stations of the Cross statues that formerly stood at 
St. Joseph’s College Prep in Edgerton, WI and Villa Redeemer 
in Glenview were installed in the wooded south end of the new 
property area, just behind Casa Redeemer. Work is underway 
to improve the path with a retaining wall and a path or walk-
way to cross the wetlands. 
The Redemptorist Retreat Center has always been blessed   
with the presence of many Redemptorist visitors. We hosted 
the Retreat for Redemptorist formation personnel and students 
from Canada and the USA, the first of the RENEWED 
HEARTS renewal program for the Denver Province, and the 
Redemptorist North American Conference Assembly. In June 
and July, Fathers Ted Lawson and John Schmidt each preached 
two silent weeklong retreats for religious women. In August, 
Br. Dan Korn preached a contemplative retreat. The Local            
Superiors meeting was held here in October. We are looking 
forward to hosting a PreChapter meeting and another session 
of the renewal program. 
Our retreat schedule also is full. We host high school KAIROS, 
AA and Al-Anon groups, as well as archdiocesan retreats for 
deacons, retired priests and active priests, to name a few.  
Among the many retreats preached by our own team, the                 
series of the 2016-2017 silent weekend retreats and retreats for 
married couples have as a theme: “With the Lord there is Mercy 
and Plentiful Redemption,” reflecting upon the Incarnation, 
Passion, Eucharist and witness to the Good News, along with 
Mary.   
Come visit; make a retreat. We would love to see you.  



 C.Ss.R. Apostolic Center Community in San Antonio 
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Checking in from San Antonio 
by Jim Shea, C.Ss.R. 
What are the San Antonio confreres doing? Seven are assigned to the            
St. Gerard community; only six are living in San Antonio. Fr. Carl 
Schindler is at St. Clement’s Health Care Center in Liguori. Each                      
confrere will share a bit about his ministry: 
Fr. Jim Shea is superior and pastor of St. Gerard Church. The parish                 
is alive, with men’s and women’s ACTS retreats. Fr. Bob Lindsey has 
been assigned part-time in our parish and part time help-out work.             
The pastor of a neighboring parish is dealing with health issues, so Bob 
and I have helped with Masses, funerals and the anointing of the sick. 
We also celebrate daily Mass in the Divine Mercy Chapel at the shrine            
of Our Lady of Czestochowa. 

Br. Charlie Fucik works in the financial administrative offices at St. John 
                           Continued on Page 16 

Left to right, from top left:  

From above, left to right: 
The Redemptorist community                       
in San Antonio, Fr. Jim Shea,                       
Fr. Francis Pham, Fr. Alton Carr,               
Fr. Rob Ruhnke, Fr. Bob Lindsey              
and Br. Charlie Fucik; and the Divine 
Mercy Chapel in San Antonio. 
Photos submitted by Fr. Rob Ruhnke                     
and Fr. Bob Lindsey 



 

 C.Ss.R. Apostolic Center Community in San Antonio 
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Berchmans Elementary School in San Antonio. 
Fr. Francis Pham is pastor of Vietnamese Martyrs 
Church as well as part-time chaplain at the Brooke    
Army Medical Center. 
Fr. Alton Carr has been ministering to the elderly               
nuns at the motherhouses of the Sisters of the Holy 
Spirit and Mary Immaculate and the Sisters of Divine 
Providence, as well as celebrating Mass and hearing 
confessions in neighboring parishes. 
Fr. Rob Ruhnke has begun to have more meetings and 
even training sessions for sponsor couples by video 
conference. Couples at Our Lady of Grace in Maricopa 
AZ wanted an “experienced sponsor couple” involved, 
so Fr. Rob invited John Mungham and his wife,                  
Jocelyne in Calgary Alberta, Mike Berger and Joe                
Perdreauville, both of whom work for the Diocese of 
Tucson and are promoting the use of For Better & For 
Ever, and Huy Vu at Seelos House in Chicago to get a 
better understanding of this ministry. No way we 
would have gotten all these folks together in Tucson! 
Fr. Bob Lindsey is parochial vicar of St. Gerard’s Parish 
and helps out with sacramental duties and serves as a 
spiritual mentor to the RCIA program and Altar Holy 
Name Society. Fr. Bob also contributes help-out work 
with Masses, confessions and funerals at various                  
parishes around the Archdiocese of San Antonio,                   
including St. Margaret Mary, Our Mother of Perpetual 
Help, Holy Name and St. Cecilia’s, as well as the                   
famous historical San Fernando Cathedral and Mission 
San Jose. Fr. Bob also helps out with Masses for the 
Sisters of the Holy Spirit Convent and the Seraphic  
Sisters of Our Lady of Czestochowa Shrine at the                 
Divine Mercy Chapel, and hears confessions and                  
celebrates Masses for the ACTS groups in the                          
archdiocese. 
We welcome the student theologians to San                      
Antonio. They will be living in the former Notre               
Dame convent, later known as Liguori House and now 
called the Pastoral Center. We are anxious to hear 
what the new name of this building will be. 
  

From top: Fr. Alton Carr with some of the Sisters at             
the Holy Spirit motherhouse; Fr. Rob Ruhnke in San 
Antonio video conferences with folks in Tucson,                  
Calgary and Chicago; and the historic San Fernando 
Cathedral. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

denverlink is a bi-monthly publication published exclusively by and for 
 

THE REDEMPTORISTS/DENVER PROVINCE 
1230 SOUTH PARKER ROAD 

DENVER, CO  80231 
303.370.0035 

 
CO-EDITORS: 

Fr. John Fahey-Guerra, C.Ss.R.  
Provincial Vicar 
303.565.5402 jfahey@redemptorists-denver.org 

Ms. Kristine Stremel 
Public & Community Affairs Director 
303.565.5416 kstremel@redemptorists-denver.org 




